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them to die miserably. The devils will gain noth-
ing by attacking their master. They hold that there
is a famous sorcerer among us, and that, if he were
killed, they would recover health. All these perse-
cutions console us in some respects, [317i.e., 313]
for it is upon this foundation that the faith and Re-
ligion are established. It is a source of sweet con-
tent to see with what joy all our Fathers breathe the
breath of life in the country of the dead; and what
astonishes me still more is that some young French-
men, whom they have with them, seeing, themselves
involved in the same dangers, will not leave, wish-
ing to run the same risks as our Fathers. If I were
not in haste, I would here set down the sentiments
full of love and zeal which inflame their hearts. You
would say that they desire to emulate each other in
being taken for this famous sorcerer, who has been
destined to death as a miserable victim. Observe,
however, that they do not fail to go on baptizing poor
sick people,—so many, that I can say we have bap-
tized fully three hundred Savages this year. And
here is what astonishes me beyond measure,— not-
withstanding all these reports, and all these misrep-
resentations, we have been offered more Seminarists
than we could accept; in fact, we have refused sev-
eral, not having anything with which to feed and
maintain them. We are satisfied with six in these
early stages. This last band of Hurons brought
us a goodly number; it makes me raise my eyes
[3181.e., 314] to heaven and say, Digitus Dei est hic; it
is God who is guiding this affair; may he be blessed
forever by Angels and by men, in time and in eternity.
These barbarians who had just come down had in
their company the first Christian baptized in their



